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ARTICLE I – NAME

Section 1 This organization shall be known as NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF BURMESE BREEDERS, also referred to as “NABB”.

Section 2 NABB shall be incorporated under the laws of any state in the United States.

Section 3 This organization shall be affiliated with the Cat Fanciers Association, Inc.  (CFA).

Section 4 "Burmese" as used herein pertains to the Burmese breed as defined by CFA, and does not include the "European Burmese" breed of cat.

ARTICLE II – OBJECTIVES

Section 5 The primary objective of NABB shall be to promote and advance the Burmese breed of pedigreed cat and its welfare.

In fulfilling the primary objective, NABB shall:

a. Require a high standard of ethical conduct by its members in all their activities related to the Burmese breed

b. Promote breeding practices that ensure the wellbeing of the Burmese breed.

c. Disseminate information pertaining to the health, genetic traits, and other characteristics of the Burmese breed.

d. Provide assistance and mentoring to novice breeders in all aspects of breeding practice.

e. Actively participate in CFA activities, including production of and participation in CFA shows.

f. Promote the welfare of cats in general.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 6 Persons of good moral character and good reputation with regard to ownership and breeding of cats and who are in accord with the objectives of NABB shall be eligible for membership.

Section 7 Membership in NABB shall be granted in accordance with the criteria and procedures established in the By-Laws.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 8 The officers of NABB shall be the President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer.  The three (3) officers and two (2) elected Directors shall constitute a Board of Directors (hereinafter "Board"), of which the President shall be the Chair.

Section 9 The term of office of all officers and directors shall be two (2) years.  No officer or director shall serve more than three (3) consecutive terms in the same office.

Section 10 The terms of the elected Directors shall be staggered with the terms of the officers.  Officers shall be elected in even-numbered years.  Directors shall be elected in odd-numbered years.

Section 11 A Delegate to represent NABB at the CFA Annual Meeting and other CFA functions for the following year shall be elected, by vote of the Board, in accordance with the By-Laws.

ARTICLE V – GOVERNANCE

Section 12 The Board shall determine all questions of policy, and shall administer the affairs of NABB in accordance with the By-Laws of NABB. 

Section 13 The Board shall make decisions via a simple majority vote.

Section 14 The Board shall have the authority to establish, as needed, Committees to assist in the administrations of NABB or to perform NABB-related functions as directed by the Board.  The Committees shall be constituted and operate in accordance with the By-Laws.

Section 15 The Board shall prepare and adopt the By-Laws of NABB which shall govern all procedures under this Constitution, including those of the Board and any committees established by the Board.

Section 16 The adopted By-Laws may be amended by an affirmative vote of not less than four (4) Board Members present and voting at a Board meeting or participating in a telephone conference call.

Section 17 The text of amendments to the By-Laws approved by the Board, shall be sent by the Secretary to each voting member in good standing, and shall become effective within sixty (60) days, unless a petition signed by a simple majority of the voting members, in good standing, is received by the Secretary within that period.

Section 18 The Procedures contained in the current "Robert's Rules of Order, Revised" shall govern all matters not covered by this Constitution.

ARTICLE VI – DUES

Section 19 The dues for membership in NABB shall be established by the Board and shall be set forth in the By-Laws.

Section 20 The membership term and fiscal year of NABB shall be the calendar year.

Section 21 Dues shall be collected per the procedures established in the By-Laws.

ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS

Section 22 The Annual Meeting of NABB shall be held in June, in conjunction with the CFA Annual Meeting.  Upon petition of the membership, or as decided by the Board, other general meetings of the membership may be held in conjunction with the CFA International Show or a NABB show.  Twenty percent (20%) of the membership, including at least three (3) Board members, present at the Annual or other general meeting of NABB, shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business.

Section 23 Meetings of the Board shall be held periodically upon call of the President.  When necessary, Board meetings may be conducted by telephone conference call, email or Board members may be individually polled on specific matters.  Three (3) Board members present at a Board meeting, or participating in a telephone conference call, or email discussion, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

ARTICLE VIII – AMENDMENTS

Section 24 Any Voting Member in good standing may submit an amendment to this Constitution for consideration by the Board.  The Board, by a simple majority, shall approve a proposed amendment for submission to the membership.  The Secretary shall mail a written ballot, with a designated due date of 30 days from the date of mailing, to all voting members.  A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the ballots returned shall be required for adoption of amendments.

2/7/2005
1
EGW DRAFT
2/7/2005
2
EGW DRAFT

