Meeting called to order at 2:15PM

Meeting minutes approved

Election results announced:


Linda Johnson: president


Billie Stiffler: director


Donna Stewart: director


Megan Townsend: treasurer


Renee Weinberger: secretary

The election was uncontested.  

NABB appreciates Prudence Dorazio’s service and is sad to see her go.

Treasurer’s report read.

Membership report: 

Some decline in membership happened this year.  Observation from Linda Johnson that our associate membership tends to go in cycles, often the associate members are new pet owners and are interested for the first year or so in NABB and then their interest wanes.

Search for site for 2008 show:

Connie Wardlow volunteered to look into piggybacking with Cotton States in mid-November in Georgia.  NABB members agreed that it would be agreeable, including NABB members from California.

Discussion of the PDF  newsletter format:

NABB members generally liked it; found that it printed at home easily with no problems.  Some are still interested in receiving a print version, which will be available for an additional fee.  The NABB newsletter is distributed to the CFA board, Pat Jaccoberger requested permission to distribute the electronic newsletter among CFA judges, NABB members agreed that this is fine.  The size of the PDF is about 5 MB.

International show rosette sponsorship: NABB members agreed on this.

CFA yearbook advertisement.  Art Graafmans proposed that due to this year including the Burmese issue that we should offer a 2-page ad.  He also suggested that Burmese breeders use this year to advertise in the yearbook more so than previous years.  Billie Stiffler understood the cost issue but agreed with Art that because this year’s yearbook was the “Burmese” issue that we needed to do a 2-page ad.  She moved that we advertise with 2 pages.  Seconded and passed.

NABB Archive discussion:

Any material that should be included in the archive that needs to be scanned must be at 300 dpi. So that in the future it can be republished.  Renee Weinberger is adding archive materials to the NABB website with the intention of making the NABB archive fully available to NABB members via the web page.  She will receive additional materials from Pat Jaccoberger, Erika Graf-Webster, and Lynn Thompson.   Any file format is not a problem for her.  Few of the membership had visited the new archive site: www.burmesecat.org/archive/index.html

Report on health survey initiative:

Presented by Art Graafmans

For $3000.00 Margaret Slater, DVM, PhD, professor of Epidemology at Texas A&M offered to do the health study: including formulating a questionnaire, mailing the questionnaire, requested questionnaire submission, gathering and inputting data, and a report on the results.  Dr. Slater has extensive previous experience in companion animal epidemiology and has done this work before in dogs and feral cat populations.  This format, through a 3rd party is 100% confidential!  Art offered to provide Dr. Slater with envelopes pre-labeled with the Burmese breeder addresses.  He suggested that this be a unified effort from all the Burmese clubs in the US: he received commitments for $2500 from UBCF, Sushi Cats, and Burmese club of Southern California, and Santa Monica.

Lynn Thompson moved that NABB donate the remaining $500 to fund the study
Billie Stiffler Seconded Unanimous passage.

Pat Jacoberger raised concerns that it may miss ACFA and TICA breeders.  Kathryn volunteered to get the addresses from TICA Burmese breeders and Anne Michelline Pivin volunteered to get the addresses from ACFA breeders.

Concerns were raised about TICA Burmese not being the same as CFA Burmese, Art understood that concern and said that he was interested in learning where they were at regardless, and that that info would be separated out from the general Burmese info.

Art was thanked for his work and congratulated on putting together a great study.  We are excited to begin.

Dr. Susan Little and Dr. Leslie Lyons volunteered to assist Dr. Slater with additional data and in any other way she needed.  They were “part of the team.”  Dr. Lyons will be rolling out a web-based genetic registry called cat PHIR (discussed in detail during the breed council meeting), which she will be using also to help in this study.

Awards presentation:


Lynn Thompson presented with the 2008 service award for her many contributions since 1997; including her recent stellar and award winning work editing the Newsletter

Barbara Reimer was presented with the 2008 NABB angel award for her selfless dedication to rescue.

Mary Jane McCord was also presented with the 2008 Angel award for her rescue of elderly Burmese and her cross-country journey to rescue some of the Albuquerque Burmese.

Rosettes presented to highest scoring Burmese.

